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guises it under a spirit of contradiction or reproof. He told an errant driveller the other day, that he did note- care for being in company with him, because he heard he turned his absent friends into ridicule. And upon Lady Autumn's1 disputing with him about something that happened at the Revolution, he replied with a very angry tone, " Pray, madam, give me leave to know more of a thing in which I was actually concerned, than you, who were then in your nurse's arms."
No.  209.                                   [STEELE.
From Tuesday, Aug. 8, to Thursday, Aug. 10, 1710.
From my own Apartment, Aug. 9.
A noble painter, who has an ambition to draw a history-piece, has desired of me to give him a subject on which he may show the utmost force of his art and genius. For this purpose I have pitched upon that remarkable incident between Alexander the Great and his physician. This Prince, in the midst of his conquests in Persia, was seized by a violent fever; and according to the account we have of his vast mind, his thoughts were more employed about his recovery as it regarded the war, than as it concerned his own life. He professed, a slow method was worse than death to him, because it was what he more dreaded, an interruption of his glory. He desired a dangerous, so it might be a speedy remedy. During this impatience of the King, it is well known that Darius had offered an immense sum to any who should take away his life. But Philippus, the most esteemed and most knowing of his physicians, promised, that 1 See Nos. 36 and 140.